Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians

Overview of the Book of Philippians
Background
Philippi was located on the centre of Via Egnatia (The Egnatian Way), over a large fertile plain, and separated from the sea by a sharp mountain ridge (Mt Pangaeus) and the city of Neapolis. This gave the city more of its military and agricultural importance, rather than commercial influence. 
Originally founded in the 6th century B.C., the town was taken over after 360 B.C. by Philip II of Macedon, the father of Alexander the Great, and was renamed for himself, "Philip's City." The area became Roman in the 2nd century B.C. 
Paul, according to Acts (Acts 16:9-40), established at Philippi the first Christian community in Europe. 
· He came to Philippi, via its harbor town of Neapolis (modern Kavalla), on his second missionary journey, probably in A.D. 49 or 50, accompanied by Silas and Timothy (Acts 15:40; 16:3; Philippians 1:1) and Luke (Acts 16:10-17). 
 
Paul's letter to the Christians at Philippi was written while he was in a prison (Phil 1:7, 13, 14, 17), indeed in danger of death (Phil 1:20-23). Although under guard for preaching Christ, Paul rejoices at the continuing progress of the gospel (Phil 1:12-26) and expresses gratitude for the Philippians' renewed concern and help in an expression of thanks most clearly found at Philippians 4:10-20. [image: image1.jpg]Claudiana
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How did Paul endure the hardship of prison and the perils in his life?
There are 5 major themes Paul laid for the Philippians church:
1. “TO LIVE IS CHRIST, TO DIE IS GAIN” (Phil 1:21)
To him who is in Christ, challenges in life are common. Sometimes even to the point of death. But while we do not expect death, we are not fearful of death entirely, because we have hope in Christ that “Christ will be magnified in my body whether by life or by death”. (Phil 1:20)
Phil 1:6 
“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
No matter how hard the situation may be, we ought to establish it in our hearts once and for all that God is still in control.
2. “THE HUMBLED AND EXALTED CHRIST” (Phil 2:1-11)
When you are faced with a crisis, do not complain, instead learn to humble yourself before God and stay close to Him, and He will lift you up.
The life of Christ before He was exalted and how exalted Him gives us the greatest example in regards to humility and its rewards. 
3. “THAT I MAY KNOW HIM AND THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION” (Phil 3:7-11)
Challenges and crisis are often best times for us to reflect on our faith in God and our knowledge of Christ.
As Christians, what is more important is experiential knowledge and not head knowledge about God.
Learn to know God with a childlike faith. Sometimes it is easy for us to figure God out in our mind and try to limit God’s power by preconceived ideas about Him.
But Paul said that all these happened so that he can further experience God deeper. Each experience will draw us one step closer to know the unchanging nature of God.
4. “FORGETTING WHAT LIES BEHIND” (Phil 3:12-14)
In every achievement or failures, learn to look forward to the future. If we constantly look at our present and past, we will never progress on. We will keep on nursing our hurt and never grow mature.
But a mature person is one who knows how to part with his past and look forward to better days ahead. The ultimate reward is not temporal but an eternal one.
5. GREAT SUPPORT FOR MISSIONS (Phil 4)
Evangelism and missions takes a central focus in the heart of God. That is why spiritual strength is so vital for the Christian growth and maturity.
Famous verses like these are based on the context of missions.
“REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS” (Phil 4:4)
“BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING” (Phil 4:6-7)
“I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST” (Phil 4:13)
“AND MY GOD SHALL SUPPLY ALL YOUR NEED” (Phil 4:19)
CONCLUSION
What are the principles that govern our belief? Without a strong foundation in the word of God, it is easy for us to be blown away by “winds of doctrines”.
With the Philippians; Paul shared his hopes and convictions, his anxieties and fears, revealing the total confidence in Christ that produces faith. Philippians has been termed "the letter of joy". It is the rejoicing of faith, based on true understanding of Christ's unique role in the salvation of all who profess His lordship.
This is still a very short write up about this book, take time to read through the whole book to understand the underlining message and heart of God through Paul's writings. 
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