Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians

Lesson 6
YOUR LIFE IMPACTS YOUR WORLD
(Phil 1:27-30)
Today, we will continue studying the letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
Phil 1:27 This passage begins with an enormous challenge: “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.” Let us study 3 key words to unlock the meaning of this verse. 
1. Only – The original Greek text begins with the word “monos”, means “only”. Paul means whether he is set free or dies in jail, there is “just one thing” he wants the Philippians to know. 
2. Worthy – Literally means “to even the beam”. The Message Bible translates it this way “Live in such a way that you are a credit to the message of Christ.”
3. Conduct – Means “to live as a citizen of heaven”. True Christians live in such a way that no one can deny their true identity. 
Here are three observations about verse 27:
1. Salvation to be real must change the way we live. 
2. Unbelievers draw conclusions about Jesus Christ by the way we live.
3. In an increasingly pagan climate, we can make a huge impact by the way we live. 
How can one man change so many lives and cities he lived and went about? How can you impact your world for Jesus Christ?
4 ways you can impact your world for Jesus Christ.
1. Stand Without Division
Phil 1:27a “stand firm” describes a Roman military formation in which the soldiers stood shoulder to shoulder and back to back with their shields up and their spears outward. It was the strongest possible defensive position.
Impacting the world begins as Christians stand together “in one spirit”. Let us not spend far too much time fighting over secondary issues such as arguing which bible translation is the best, criticizing each other’s activities etc and not enough time loving one another and preaching the gospel of Christ. 
Jn 13:34-35 Jesus promised that all men would know that we are His disciples by our love for one another. 
2. Strive Without Compromise
Phil 1:27b “with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel”
In other words, we are to unitedly join hearts and hands using all our resources to spread the gospel by every means possible to every person possible. 
Stand (vs) Strive
· We stand together – Unity
· We strive together – Unity + Progress
God’s word to the church is always Go Forward! 
Mk 16:15, Matt 28:19
There are 7 pillars in the society where we ought to engage and make an impact for the gospel:
1. Family – where there is love and security
2. Religion – where foundations of faith are laid, characters are molded and values are shaped & defined
3. Business – where there is integrity and honesty
4. Government – where decisions are made that affect millions of people. 
5. Education – where we train the leaders for tomorrow 
6. Arts – where talents, gifts and creativity are exposed
7. Media - where values are influenced for the next generation.
3. Speak Without Fear
Phil 1:28
If no one ever criticizes or opposes you, if you never “make waves” because of your faith, if everyone is happy with your Christian faith all the time, then something is wrong; either with your faith or with the people you hang around with. 
Jn 15:18 Jesus reminded us, if they hated Him, they will hate us too. 
Don’t be surprised when someone criticizes your Christian faith. It happens to all of us, whether sooner or later. But don’t get offended nor get intimidated.
We are to speak wisely and yet boldly, knowing that some people may not agree and like what we have to say. Jesus pronounced a blessing upon those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness (Matt 5:10-12). Stand firm for what we believe in, yet at the same time love one another.
4. Sacrifice Without Shame
Phil 1:29-30
Note the two gifts in these verses; first, the gift of faith which enables us to believe in Christ. Second, the gift of suffering – no one wants. 
Do not be ashamed especially when you share gospels to your family. Don’t ever give up on your friends and loved ones. Don’t ever stop praying. Don’t stop loving them. And don’t be afraid to share about the love of Jesus when you have the chance, however never ever condemn them and their ‘faith to other gods’. They may not be interested in hearing about Jesus, but they are definitely “reading” your life and interested in what is happening to your life, and no one can deny your testimony and the amazing works of God in your life when it truly happens.
Live a life that portray the gospel and the love of Christ, it’s not easy & require a lot from you, but definitely a life worthwhile to live! Live a life that makes an impact to your world!
[CGL share testimony or lives of others that have made an impact to family / colleagues / friends / superior / authority etc.]
CONCLUSION
If nothing is worth dying for, then nothing is worth living for. 
Don’t live a life that let God revolves around your world, rather live a life that revolves around God.
Would you like to change your world for Jesus? Would you like to be a credit to the gospel? Here’s the “just one thing” on Paul’s heart that we need to remember. You’re a citizen of heaven. Live as one that is like it. You can impact your world if you will... stand without division, strive without compromise, speak without fear and sacrifice without shame. 
WORKS
· Pray for the members to have courage to keep spreading the gospel. 
· Challenge members to live for God as the citizens of heaven. 
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