Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians

Lesson 17
GOD’S PROMISES TO YOU
(Phil 4:14-23)
We have come to the end of the end of our series from the book of Philippians. This book is essentially a thank-you note from the Apostle Paul to the church at Philippi. He is writing to thank them for the gift they sent when they heard he was a prisoner in Rome. The final paragraph of his letter contains a direct statement about the gift he had received from them. A careful study of his word reveals some wonderful truths about Christian giving. 
It is remarkable to know that our church has been giving sacrificially to Building Fund, Mission Fund, War Chest Offering and other. I attribute it solely to the grace of God at work in the hearts of His people. Likewise what Paul says in verse 20 “Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.”
Today, our text is about Christian giving. It is about a congregation that has proved itself generous. Come along with generosity are the promises of God to us; from these few verses. . 
1. A Gift Given
Phil 4:14-16
This is the story of a church that cared. When Paul first visited Philippi (some ten years earlier), he had planted a church there amid enormous spiritual opposition. He and Silas ended up being beaten, arrested, thrown in jail, placed in chains, and then were miraculously delivered by a midnight earthquake. The next day, they were escorted out of town by the authorities to avoid further disturbance (Acts 16:11-40). Evidently these new Christians never forgot what it cost Paul and Silas to bring the gospel to their city. When Paul traveled on to Thessalonica and later to Berea, Athens and Corinth, they sent him gifts time and again. 
We know that Paul kept good records of their gifts because he uses accounting terminology when he mentions the matter of “giving and receiving”. In Paul’s mind, Christian ministry was a two-way street. He preached the gospel which benefited those who heard the message. As the hearers supported him financially, he received a blessing from them. 
Mal 3:10
Giving is an important principle in Christianity. You should give where you are blessed because when you do, you will receive a blessing. 
Luke 6:38
When Jesus said, “It will be given to you,” He based that promise on the truth of who God is. He is a generous, benevolent God who loves to give good things to His children. Because it is in His nature to give, He will always give more to us than we will to Him. 
The First Law of Christian Giving: You can’t out-give God. 
Besides that, giving is also a matter of obedience; it should never deteriorate to the level of guilt-ridden duty. God never intended for you to grunt and groan as you put money in the offering bucket. God loves a cheerful giver and rewards those who give because they want to. 
2. A Gift Received
Phil 4:17-18
Paul reveals the greatness of his heart. He wants them to know that while he appreciates their gift, he wasn’t depending on it. Because he had learned the secret of contentment, he was willing to live with a little or with a lot. He had done both and would do both again. 
Paul was glad the Philippians gave because of what he did for them. Every gift was an investment in their heavenly bank account. 
Matt 6:19-21
Jesus mentioned the same thing when he talked about laying up treasures in heaven. 
When we give to God’s work, we are touching lives for eternity. When we give, we can see children going to heaven from the mission field because someone cared, someone gave, someone went, and someone preached the gospel. 
That’s what our giving does. When we invest in God’s work, He keeps a record and He credits our account. He doesn’t just keep track of what we give, but of the good that is done with our money and the lives that are touched through our gifts. 
In verse 18, Paul uses a beautiful picture to explain how God views our giving. It is like a fragrant offering, an aroma that reaches up to heaven, a sacrifice that pleases the Lord. There is a wonderful symmetry is all this: When we give, God is pleased, lives are changed, and we are blessed. In management terms, generous giving is a win-win proposition. 
3. A Gift Rewarded
Phil 4:19-20
Verse 19 contains a famous promise, it may be the greatest promise in all the Bible because it contains within it every other promise. 
First, there is the source of the promise. “And my God”… Paul is making it exceedingly personal. He wants us to remember that the same God who worked all the mighty miracles in the Bible is the same God who makes this amazing promise. 
Second, there is the statement of the promise. “shall supply all your need.” Whatever you truly need, God has promised to supply. 
· Do you need forgiveness? He will abundantly pardon. 
· Do you need more grace? His grace is sufficient for you. 
· Do you need hope? He is the God of hope. 
· Are you tired and about to give up? He said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” 
· Are you confused about the future? in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths. 
· Do you need a miracle? Nothing is impossible with God. 
· Are you worried about what may happen? Fear not, says the Lord for I am with you always. 
· Do you need salvation? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved. 
This promise is as comprehensive as the needs of your life. And you may claim it anytime. 
Third, there is the sufficiency of the promise… “according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus”. Do you ever worry that you might be asking too much from the Lord? It is not possible to do that. We are like children with a plastic pail trying to drain the Atlantic Ocean. After we have done our best, the ocean is still there, untouched by our efforts. So it is with God. He will supply what we need not according to our resources, but according to His riches, which are limited and infinite. In this promise we come to an ocean without a bottom or shore. 
CONCLUSION
Phil 4:19 is not a blank cheque that guarantees an easy road or an answer to all our prayers. But it does guarantee that our God will supply whatever we need when we need it. Sometimes it comes as a miracle, but another time may be a wilderness experience. But whatever it is, we truly need it to make us what God intended us to be, He will supply that for us. Every time. All the time. 
Sometimes we fear to give because we think we’ll go broke if we do. There is certain truth lies in here… however with God, the more you give the more you will receive. 
Matt 13:8 
“But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop; some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”
Phil 4:19 is God’s promise to generous givers. When you give to support God’s work, He promises to meet your needs. You may not get rich by giving to support the Lord’s work, but according to His promises, you will get rich quicker by giving it away than you will by hoarding your possessions and keeping it all to yourself. 
Just remember that God pays off in many ways and money is generally the least important of His blessings. 
Application: First, let us give because we have a great God. Second, let us pray that great God in the confidence that He will meet our needs. If we give, we will be blessed. If we pray, our needs will be met. If we dare to do what God has asked, He will do for us more than we have dared to dream. 
WORKS
· Pray for members to breakthrough in their finances and have more than enough to give to the work of God.    
· Pray for members to have the confidence that He will meet our needs.  
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